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Methodology  
 

The fieldwork for the assignment was conducted in June and July 2025 and the analysis performed shortly thereafter. An 

optimum mix of secondary, as well as primary research has been used to estimate the various Indian macroeconomic parameters 

to analyze historical trends and forecasted growth.  

 

Secondary Research  

Secondary research forms the backdrop of any research project, such as the current one. To understand regional trends on this 

issue, extensive secondary research was carried out by our in-house research team. In analyzing the macro parameters and 

estimating the size of various segments of the industry, international and regional databases such as IMF, World Bank, UN, 

UNCTAD, UNESCO, BIST, Statista, Statistical Review of World Energy, Worldometer, and others have been used. Various reports 

and studies published by the Indian Government authorities such as Central Bank of India, RBI, various ministries and chamber 

of commerce were studied and analyzed by the research team before forecasting.  

 

Primary Research  

To authenticate the initial results arrived at from secondary research, industry experts were informally consulted over the phone 

and in person, too. All of this resulted in a better understanding and appreciation of the dynamics of the Indian economy. While 

these aforementioned sources spoke on the condition of anonymity, their views were considered, as of that coming from a sample 

and collated with secondary and primary research findings.  

 

Caveat  
 

Our analysis and projections are based on the market conditions, prevailing at the time of our fieldwork. We reserve the right to 

amend our projections, should any abnormal conditions, subsequently arise, in the market arena. 

 

Disclaimer 
 

The information provided herein is for informational purposes only and does not constitute professional advice. While we strive 

for accuracy, [Ecofin Global Consulting] makes no warranty or guarantee, express or implied, regarding the content, 

completeness, or fitness for any particular purpose. ECOFIN disclaims all liability arising from the use or reliance on this report. 
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From the CEOôs Desk 

 

India, or Bharat, the oldest civilization in the world, invaded, colonized, looted and bruised over 

centuries, is slowly and steadily reclaiming its civilizational glory. The largest democracy in the 

world, India, also one of most effective functional democracies globally, since its independence in 

1947, has enjoyed smooth transition of power from one political regime to another, whether in the 

center or in the states, unlike military coups or vandalism when one party loses power in several 

young democracies or even mature ones. With a population of 1.4 billion plus, the nation has 

overtaken China to be the most populous country in the world and is successfully leveraging its 

demographic advantage to its economic growth, beating global recessions in the past such as sub-

prime crisis in 2009-10 due to its domestic consumption and after one a half decade, clocking 

highest growth among large economies in 2023 and 2024 amid adverse geo-political scenario and 

looming global economic slowdown. 

 

India recently surpassed Japan in GDP, becoming the fourth largest economy in world with a 

nominal GDP of US$ 4.187 trillion as on June 2025. India's GDP is expected to reach                         

US$ 5.5 trillion by 2027 or 2028, surpassing Germany's projected GDP of US$ 4.74 trillion, backed 

by high growth rate, state-led growth, infrastructure investment and manufacturing industry and 

domestic consumption.  

 

Indian infrastructure development in the past few decades was robust with record road 

development, modernization of railways including metro-rail, high speed trains such as ñVande 

Bharatò, expansion of airport network, to mention a few. In 2014, Indian Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi started the ñMake in Indiaò program to strengthen the case for India globally, and with an 

aim to make ñViksit Bharatò or to make India a developed nation by 2047, as again emphasized by 

the Prime Minister Modi in his 12th independence-day speech on 15 August 2025. The stated 

purpose of the campaign is to facilitate investment, foster innovation, enhance skill development, 

protect intellectual property, and build a best-in-class manufacturing infrastructure. The resulting 

job creation and increase in foreign investment directly impact 25 identified sectors, including 

railways, defence, insurance, and medical devices. India is having and has been negotiating free 

trade agreements (FTA) with several partners ï both bilateral and regional ï in a bid to boost 

export-oriented domestic manufacturing. India has signed fourteen FTAs in the last five years with 

its trading partners. The FTA recently signed with UK is the latest feather in the cap of Indian 

foreign policy and diplomacy. 

 

India is emerging as a reliable alternate destination for manufacturers and supply chain 

diversification due to its large labor and consumer base, low operating costs, and linkages to 

important international markets. India is also appealing because of its strong economy, relative 

ease of doing business, and an increasing number of sectors open to foreign investment. India is 

poised to be a significant center of commerce moving forward. 

 

Indiaôs digital architecture has strengthened significantly in the past five-six years, including the 

universe of finance, payment systems, nationwide identification framework, distribution of welfare 

schemes, healthcare official data stack intended to solve social/ inclusion needs, and logistics, 

besides others. This has been supported by a sharp rise in mobile phone subscribers (~700 million) 

and increasing Internet penetration. From worldôs back-office hub in 2000 to global AI and tech-

innovation hub in 2025, Indiaôs transition in the technology sector is phenomenal, to say the least.  
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Again, a 35-million odd Indian diaspora, the largest in the world, is aiding in global wealth creation and policy formation.  

 

India's stock market has demonstrated resilient growth in 2025, fueled by strong macroeconomic fundamentals and political 

stability. During 2015-2025 period, the Nifty 50 exhibited a 11% growth, showing the medium-term resilience of Indian stock 

market. India is the largest global start-up ecosystem and the third-largest unicorn hub globally, behind the USA and China. The 

total valuation of Indian unicorns, currently, is over US$ 363 billion, according to Inc42.  

 

India is presently standing at a crucial junction where the potential of renewable energy promises a transformative impact on its 

economy. Mirroring the success of China in leveraging clean energy to drive economic growth, Indiaôs energy transition could be 

one of the largest economic opportunities in recent decades, estimated to be a multi-trillion-dollar sector. Indiaôs commitment to 

clean energy is rapidly becoming evident in significant investments across renewables, grid infrastructure, energy storage, and 

electric mobility. 

 

Indian Rupee is going global with Indiaôs Unified Payments Interface (UPI), now the worldôs number one real-time payment 

system. It has surpassed Visa to take the lead in processing daily transactions. Currently, UPI handles more than 640 million 

transactions every day, compared to Visaôs 639 million. This scale is extraordinary, especially when we consider that UPI achieved 

it in just nine years. As on August 2025, there are 134 Special Vostro Rupee Accounts (SVRAs) for settling payments of foreign 

trade in Indian rupees. In early August 2025, RBI eased its guidelines for SRVAs, removing the requirement for prior approval 

from the RBI for Authorized Dealer (AD) banks to open SRVAs for foreign banks. This change aims to facilitate Rupee-based 

trade settlements and support the internationalization of the Indian Rupee. RBI, on mid-August, also announced that vostro 

accounts for international trade settlement may now invest their surplus Rupee balances in government securities, such as 

treasury bills. The measure broadens investment opportunities for foreign entities in Rupee-denominated trade settlements and 

seeks to strengthen the Indian currencyôs appeal in international markets.  

 

Credit ratings agency S&P Global, on 14 August, upgraded India's long-term unsolicited sovereign credit ratings to "BBB" from 

"BBB-", citing economic resilience and sustained fiscal consolidation, while maintaining a stable outlook. The agency said the 

stable outlook reflects expectations of continued policy stability and high infrastructure investment, which are set to bolster 

Indiaôs long-term growth. S&P also noted that the impact of U.S. tariffs on India will likely be manageable, with sound economic 

fundamentals and diversification to new export markets, expected to support the country's growth momentum over the next two 

to three years. 

 

India is leading the Global South. India, for the first time ever, held a summit meeting of countries comprising the Global South. 

The Voice of Global South Summit, held virtually, was aimed at giving voice to the unheard, thereby leveraging Indiaôs role as the 

G20 president till 2023. It was held under the theme ð Unity of Voice, Unity of Purpose ð and attracted over 120 countries. 

Needless to say, the summit was truly grandiose, with 29 Latin American and Caribbean countries, 47 African countries, 31 Asian 

countries, eleven Oceanian countries, and seven European countries in participation. Indiaôs objective with the Voice of the Global 

South Summit was to create a shared platform to deliberate on such concerns, interests, and priorities, which affect the developing 

countries as well as to exchange ideas and solutions, and most importantly, to unite in voice and purpose in tackling the aspects 

of shared concerns and priorities. Following its civilizational value of "Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam", a Sanskrit phrase meaning 

"The world is one familyò, India truly believes that ñSamridh Bharatò or prosperous India will make ñSamridh Viswaò or a 

prosperous world.  

 

India has arrived in the global ground and is truly an economic superpower in the making. From zero to yoga, Indian cuisine to 

Bollywood, Indian music to meditation, karma to tolerance and inclusivity, ISROôs satellites to software engineers, vaccines to 

generic medicines, India gifted a lot to the world. And now, with India growing and prospering, it will ensure that the world also 

prospers along with it.  
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1. Incredible India  

 

India, a land of diversity has been the cradle of culture and tradition for more than 7,500 years, well known for its remarka ble 

and extraordinary achievements throughout its history ï many among them firsts, and hoary and unique traditions. The Indus 

River, a foreign appellation for the river óSindhuô ï which flows through present -day China, India and Pakistan ï and which finds 

a mention in one of the oldest and holy scriptures of the inhabitants of the land, the óRig Vedaô, gave óIndiaô its name.  

 

The oldest civilization in the world, India is a mosaic of multicultural experiences. With a rich heritage and myriad attractions, 

the country is among the most popular tourist destinations in the world. It covers an area of 3,287,263 sq. km, extending from 

the snow-covered Himalayan heights to the tropical rain forests of the south. As the seventh largest country in the world, India 

stands apart from the rest of Asia, marked off as it is by mountains and the sea, which give the country a distinct geographical 

entity. 

 

Bounded by the majestic Himalayan ranges in the north, it stretches southwards and at the Tropic of Cancer, tapers off into the 

Indian Ocean between the Bay of Bengal on the east and the Arabian Sea on the west. Bounded by an endless stretch of golden 

beaches, India is a vivid kaleidoscope of landscapes, magnificent historical sites and royal cities, misty mountains and their 

retreats and colorful people with rich cultures and festivities. As one travels the expanse of the country, he or she is greeted by 

diverse nuances of cuisines, faiths, arts, crafts, music, nature, lands, tribes, history and adventure sports. India has a mesmeric 

conflation of the old and the new. As the bustling old bazaars rub shoulders with swanky shopping malls, and majestic monuments 

accompany luxurious heritage hotels, the quintessential traveler can get the best of both worlds. Head to the mountains, enjoy a 

beach retreat or cruise through the golden Thar, India has options galore for all. 

 

Teaming with 1.4 billion people who mingle among themselves in fifteen hundred different languages, India is where people liv e 

with variety being a part of their very being, thriving on diversity and having a special familiarity with largeness.  

 

2. India - Demographic Advantage 

 

India has overtaken China to become the worldôs most populous nation, in 2023 . As reported by Bloomberg, at the end of 2022, 

Indiaôs population stood at 1.417 billion, based on U.N. projections, while according to data released by Chinaôs National Bureau 

of Statistics, its population at the end of 2022 was slightly less than 1.412 billion, a decrease from 2021. India, from 2023, hence 

is the largest populated country. The current median age of India is 28.4 years. There are two reasons for Indiaôs population 

exceeding that of China. First, India has always had a historically high population, especially in its fertile northern plain s. There, 

due to climatic reasons, it is possible to grow both wheat, a winter grain, and rice, a summer grain, yielding twice as much food 

as many other parts of the world. Secondly, India transitioned away from higher fertility rates later than China did because of a 

lag in educating people, particularly  women. 

 

India has one of the youngest populations in an aging world. In 2024, the median age in India is just 28.2 years, 

compared to 37 years in China and the US, 45 years in Western Europe, and 49 years in Japan. 
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Chart 1: Indian Population and Median Age Trend  
 

 

Source: The World Bank, Worldometer, Note: 2024 Population figure as on 10 December 2024.  

 

Chart 2: Indian Population Segregation (December 2024)  

 

Male vs. Female  Urban vs. Rural  

  

Source: The World Bank, Worldometer, Statista 

 

India Demographic Dividendé 

World population has breached the eight billion-mark. Though the population has increased in absolute terms, it is characterized 

by demographic transition, which provides economic opportunity or disadvantages to economies, depending on which phase of 

the demographic transition those are in. To illustrate, the óbaby boomerô phase for advanced economies such as the US, Germany 

and Japan was around 1950-64. Consequently, in 2022, the share of the old-age dependency ratio in Japan, Germany, and the 

US was approximately 70%, 54% and 52%, respectively. 

 

India had its baby boom experience during 1980-1994, which led to a gradual increase in its working-age population. The share 

of this population (aged 20-60 years) to the total was about 44% in 1980, which increased to about 55% in 2022 and will peak at 

around 58% in 2032. India entered the demographic dividend phase around 2010, when the share of the working-age population 

was about 51%, and will continue to enjoy the benefit until 2056, with the ratio projected at 54%. Globally, between 2021 and 

2052, India will have the highest share in terms of working-age population. 
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Chart 3: India ï Age wise Indian Population Break -up (2024)  

 

Source: The World Bank, Worldometer, Statista  

 

Since 2018, Indiaôs working-age population (people between 15 and 64 years of age) has grown larger than the dependent 

population ð children aged 14 or below as well as people above 65 years of age. This bulge in the working-age population is going 

to last until 2055, or 37 years from its beginning. 

 

3. India ï The Fourth Largest Global Economy  
 

India has overtaken Japan to become the worldôs fourth largest economy in 2025 as per IMF projections. Only USA, China, and 

Germany are now ahead of India in terms of the volume of the national economy. India has jumped seven positions over the last 

decade. Only a decade ago, it was in the eleventh position. Economist opine that the South Asian powerhouse will go on to displace 

Germany as the third-largest economy, just behind the U.S. and China in around two to three years. 

 

Chart 4: Top Ten Global Economies by GDP (Nominal)  

 
Source: International Monetary Fund (IMF); as on July 2025 

 

ñLong-term structural dynamic,ò driven by Indiaôs huge demographic and growing educated youth population, is enhancing 

Indiaôs capabilities in technology and services, while also paving its ambitions to become a manufacturing hub, said Malcolm 

Dorson, senior portfolio manager at Global X ETFs ð one of the largest foreign asset owners in India.  
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India is also the fastest growing among large economies in 2023 and 2024, clocking yearly growth rates of 9.2% and 6.5% 

respectively, in the fiscal years 2023-24 and 2024-25. In PPP terms, India continued to be the third largest economy in the world 

in 2023 after China and USA. The Indian economy stood at US$ 13.34 trillion at 2023 (as per World Bank data), and is expected 

to rise to US$ 14.59 trillion by 2024. Indiaôs share of global gross domestic product (GDP) rose to 8.25% in 2024 when adjusted 

for purchasing power parity (PPP) and was projected to increase to 10% by 2030. This reflects the growth of Indiaôs economy, 

which is helped in this ranking.  

 

The rise of the Indian economy was accompanied by several other recent positive developments. India has surpassed China in 

August 2024, to become the top weight nation in the MSCI Emerging Market (EM) Investable Market Index (IMI) for the first 

time. Indian equities together carry a weighting of 22.27% in the index, edging ahead of Chinese stocks, whose combined weight 

now has fallen to 21.58%. The increase in India's weight was attributed to the strong performance of its equities, particularly in 

the mid-cap segment. However, following market corrections and a domestic equity sell-off, India's weightage fell further to 19.7% 

in February 2025, and fell below China and Taiwan. 

 

India, for the past few years, has been taking rapid strides in export, penetrating markets earlier monopolized by China.  

 

4. India ï The Fastest Growing Large Global Economy 

 

In line with analystsô expectations, India's gross domestic product (GDP) grew at 6.5% in 2024-25 or the FY2025, clocking the 

highest growth among large global economies. Indiaôs economy has demonstrated resilience despite a challenging external 

environment, says the World Bank in its latest India Development Update, a World Bank flagship publication. While the 

deteriorating external environment will weigh on Indiaôs growth prospects, the economy is relatively well positioned to weather 

global spillovers compared to most other emerging markets. Despite geopolitical uncertainties, India registered a strong GDP 

growth and remained the fasted growing major economy in the world, due to robust domestic demand. 

 

Chart 5: 2024 GDP Growth of Top Twenty Large Economies 

 

Source: The World Bank  
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Indiaôs GDP growth for FY2025 slowed to 6.5%, a four-year low compared to the post-pandemic high of 9.2% in FY2024. Yet, 

Q4FY2025 growth surged to 7.4%, exceeding expectations and signaling robust economic momentum driven by strong industrial 

output and resilient consumption, particularly in rural areas. This quarterly performance helped the economy maintain its status 

as the fastest-growing major economy globally. 

 

Chart 6: Indian GDP Growth Trend 

 
Source: IMF, RBI  

 

Chart 7: Indiaôs Quarterly GDP Growth in FY2024-25 

 

Source: RBI  

 

óConstructionô sector is estimated to record a growth rate of 9.4% in FY 2024-25, followed by 8.9% growth rate in óPublic 

Administration, Defence & Other Servicesô sector and 7.2% growth rate in óFinancial, Real Estate & Professional Servicesô sector. 

Primary Sector has seen 4.4% growth rate as compared to growth rate of 2.7% observed in previous financial year. During Q4, FY 

2024-25, this sector has observed 5% growth rate as compared to 0.8% growth rate in Q4 of previous financial year. Private Final 

Consumption Expenditure (PFCE) has reported 7.2% growth rate during FY 2024-25 as compared to 5.6% growth rate in the 

previous financial year. Gross Fixed Capital Formation (GFCF) has recorded 7.1% growth rate during FY 2024-25 

and 9.4% growth rate in Q4, FY 2024-25. 
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Private consumption, now at its highest share of GDP since FY2004, rose 7.2% year-on-year, buoyed by rural demand and urban 

income-tax relief. The services sector and exports also continued to show resilience amid global trade tensions and escalating 

geopolitical risks. Agricultural output provided a surprise upside, with FY2025 growth at 4.6%, more than double the previous 

year. 

 

5. India ï Strong Growth Forecast 

 

India GDP Growth Forecast by Indiaôs Chief Economic Advisor 

ñWe are retaining our FY2026 growth forecast at 6.3ï6.8%,ò said Nageswaran, Indiaôs Chief Economic Advisor (CEA), 

highlighting steady capital goods imports, a rise in infrastructure output, and stable gross FDI inflows as signs of a healthy 

investment climate. He noted that while global growth is expected to slow, India has seen ñsmaller forecast cutsò relative to peers. 

Going forward, domestic growth should benefit from government's income tax cuts announced in the federal budget, as well as 

"monetary easing, expectations of an above normal monsoon and lower food inflation", Aditi Nayar, an economist with the ratings 

agency ICRA, said. However, ongoing global uncertainties, including US President Donald Trump's trade war, may weigh to some 

extent on export demand. 

 

IMF Raises Indiaôs FY2026 growth forecast to 6.4% 

The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has upgraded Indiaôs growth expectations to 6.4% in both 2025-26 and 2026-27 in 

ñIMFôs World Economic Outlook on July 29ò as compared to what it had predicted in April. The growth upgrade, of 0.2 percentage 

points and 0.1 percentage points, respectively, is in line with the upgrades for global growth.  

 

India to Remain a Bright Spot in Global Economic Growth 

India is projected to lead the global growth as per IMF forecast.  

 

Chart 8: Global Growth Projections 

 

Source: IMF  

 

The upward revision brings the IMF forecast in closer alignment with the Reserve Bank of Indiaôs projection of 6.5% growth for 

the upcoming fiscal, and comes just days after the Asian Development Bank (ADB) lowered its forecast to 6.5% to 6.7% in its latest 

outlook. 
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Chenab Railway Bridge, the worldôs highest railway bridge 
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6. Improving Fiscal Health and Current Account Balance 

 

India Achieves Fiscal Deficit Target of 4.8% for FY2025 

The Government of India has successfully met its fiscal deficit target of 4.8% of Gross Domestic Product (GDP) for the financial 

year 2024ï25, as revealed in the provisional data released by the Controller General of Accounts (CGA). 

 

Comfortable Current Account Scenario  

Indiaôs current account balance as on Q4-2025 improved to US$ 13.5 billion as compared to US$ 5.24 billion in Q4-2024. In 

percent to GDP terms, Indiaôs current account balance improved to 13.5% of GDP for the financial year ending 31 March 2025 as 

compared to 5.24% of GDP a year ago. 

 

Chart 9: India Current Account Balance Trend 

 

 

Chart 10: India Merchandise Trade Balance Trend 

 

Source: RBI 
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Chart 11: India Service Trade Account ï Net Flow  

 

 

Chart 12: Trends in Financial flows to India 

 

Source: RBI 

 

Indiaôs current account surplus as on 31 March 2025 is driven by increase in services export and enahanced foreign remittances.  

 

7. Subdued Inflation 

 

India's retail inflation, as measured by the Consumer Price Index (CPI), has generally shown a declining trend over the past three 

financial years. In the fiscal year 2024-25, it reached a six-year low of 4.6%, and in March 2025, the year-on-year inflation rate 

dropped to 3.34%, the lowest monthly rate since August 2019. This positive trend is attributed to the combined efforts of the 

Reserve Bank of India's monetary policy and the government's interventions to stabilize prices of essential commodities.  
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Chart 13: India ï Past One-year Inflation Trend 

 

Source: RBI 

 

The consumer price inflation eased for the eighth straight month, falling to 2.1% in June 2025, the lowest level since January 

2019, down from 2.82% in May and below market expectations of 2.5%. The sharp decline was largely driven by a 1.06% drop in 

food prices, marking the first annual decrease since early 2019. Vegetable prices plunged 19%, while pulses fell 11.76%. Prices for 

spices dropped 3.03%, and meat and fish were down 1.62%. Inflation in the fuel and light category also moderated to 2.55% from 

2.78% in the previous month. However, price pressures remained persistent or slightly increased in other sectors: housing 

inflation rose to 3.24% (from 3.16%), education to 4.37% (from 4.12%), health to 4.43% (from 4.34%), and transport and 

communication to 3.9% (from 3.85%). On a monthly basis, consumer prices rose 0.62% compared to May. 

 

8. Burgeoning Forex Reserves 

 

As of 31 March 2025, India's forex reserves stood at US$ 668.3 billion, according to the Reserve Bank of India. The Indian forex 

reserves consist of foreign currency assets, gold, special drawing rights, and the IMF reserve position. In September 2024, India's 

foreign exchange reserves reached the highest record at US$ 705.8 billion. As of 31 March 2025, 84.9% of the total foreign 

exchange reserves were held in foreign currencies and 11.7% in gold whilst 3.4% of reserves were held in SDR and RTP. 

 

Chart 14: India ï Forex Reserve Trend 

 

Source: RBI 
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9. Indiaôs Gold Reserves 

 

India holds a significant position in global gold reserves, ranking 8th in the list of countries with the most gold reserves. With a 

rich cultural affinity for gold and a history of gold being a traditional store of value, India's gold reserves contribute to its economic 

stability and play a key role in the country's financial landscape.  

 

Chart 15: Countries with the Highest Gold Reserves (As on March 2025) 

 

Source: Forbes 

 

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has brought back 100.32 metric tonnes of gold to India from its overseas vault, taking the total 

physical holding of gold in India to 200.06 metric tonnes by the end of the financial year 2024-25. 

 

10. Infrastructure Development 
 

10.1. Infrastructureôs Role in the Indian Economy 

It is no doubt that infrastructure growth is critical for a countryôs development. To promote such growth, India is leading efforts 

to dedicate attention and funds to developing infrastructure, which is evident by the efforts at the central and state levels. The 

pandemic and the subsequent challenges to the supply chain led to Indiaôs focus on ñMake in Indiaò and self-reliance. In light 

of the disruptions within the logistics sector, India resolved to expand and modernize its manufacturing capabilities. This shift 

fueled the countryôs goal to focus on infrastructure development. The governments on central and state levels are bringing in 

policies to facilitate the planning and execution of projects relating to power, roads and infrastructure needed for urban 

development, such as public transport and e-vehicles.  
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10.2. Performance of Eight Core Infrastructure Industries 

The combined Index of Eight Core Industries (ICI) increased by 4.4% (provisional) YoY in April-January 2025 compared to April-

January 2023. In January 2025, the overall index of eight core industries stood at 161.9 driven by the production of coal, refinery 

products, fertilizers, steel, electricity and cement industries. The cumulative growth rate of ICI during FY2024 stood at 7.6% 

(provisional) compared to last year's corresponding period. 

 

Chart 16: Index of Eight Core Industries in India 

 

Source: Ministry of Commerce and Industry, NTPC Website, PIB, News Articles, FY-2025 - Provisional (April 2024 - January 2025) 

 

10.3. Growth in Infrastructure Related Activities 

¶ The óGreen Energy Projectô is an initiative to make Indian Railways environment-friendly by focusing on renewable sources 

of energy. 

¶ In June 2024, Ministry of Housing & Urban Affairs has approved proposals worth US$ 103.91 million for West Bengal under 

SBM-U 2.0. During the first phase of SBM-U (2014-19) a total fund of US$ 130.34 million was allocated to West Bengal, 

which has been increased by 1.5 times to US$ 175.04 million in SBM-U 2.0 (2021-26). 

¶ In a recent evaluation under the PM GatiShakti initiative, five significant infrastructure projects including a road and an 

airport were reviewed for their integration with the National Master Plan. These projects aim to enhance logistical efficiency, 

minimize travel times, and provide substantial socio-economic benefits across various regions. 

¶ In January 2025, Union Minister of Road Transport & Highways, Mr. Nitin Gadkari stressed infrastructure's role in India's 

development, highlighting US$ 5.77 billion projects in Jammu & Kashmir, including four major corridors for better transport 

and communication. 

 

Chart 17: Growth in Indiaôs Infrastructure Related Activities in FY2024 

  

Source: Economic Survey, Ministry of Railways, Indian Ports Association, Central Electricity Authority 
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10.4. Strong Momentum in Expansion of Roadways 

¶ India has the second largest road network in the world and its National Highways expanded from 65,569 km in 2004 to a 

total length of 146,145 km in 2024, forming the primary arterial network of the country. The Government of India has 

undertaken several initiatives to enhance and strengthen the National Highways network through flagship programmes such 

as the Bharatmala Pariyojana, which includes the subsumed National Highway Development Project (NHDP), the Special 

Accelerated Road Development Programme for the Northeast Region (SARDP-NE), and many more ongoing projects. 

¶ National Highways play a very important role in the economic and social development of the country by enabling efficient 

movement of freight and passengers and improving access to the market. The Ministry of Road Transport and Highways 

(MoRTH) and its implementing agencies have implemented multiple initiatives in the last eight years to augment the 

capacity of the National Highway infrastructure in India. 

¶ In the Union Budget 2025-26, the government has decided to allocate US$ 32.94 billion towards MoRTH with a target of 

US$ 4.02 billion in private sector investment. 

¶ A network of 35 Multimodal Logistics Parks (MMLP) is planned to be developed as part of Bharatmala Pariyojana, with a 

total investment of about US$ 5.5 billion, which once operational, shall be able to handle around 700 million metric tonnes 

of cargo. Of this, MMLPs at fifteen prioritized locations will be developed with a total investment of about US$ 2.6 billion. 

¶ The Union Government is working towards the development of a national highway network of 200,000 km by 2025. 

 

Chart 18: Road Construction Per Day in India Trend 

 

Source: Ministry of External Affairs, Economic Survey 2024 

 

10.5. Indian Railways ï One of the Largest in the World 

¶ The Indian Railways clocked total revenue of Ϋ 2.65 trillion in FY2025 as compared to Ϋ 2.56 trillion in FY2024. 

¶ Under the Union Budget 2025-26, the government has allocated record CAPEX of US$ 31.43 billion for railways. 

¶ Indian Railways will achieve 100% electrification by FY2026, with over 97% already completed, and is rapidly adopting 

renewable energy, says Union Minister of Railways Mr. Ashwini Vaishnav. 

¶ Indian Railways aims to more than double its net earnings to US$ 348.01 million in FY2026, driven by higher passenger 

and freight revenue. The budget includes manufacturing 100 new Amrit Bharat, 50 Namo Bharat, and 200 Vande Bharat 

trains. Revenue receipts are projected to exceed US$ 34.33 billion for the first time. 
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Chart 19: Indian Railways ï Gross Revenue Trend 

 

Source: Ministry of Railways, News Article, PIB, Make in India Portal 

 

Metro Rail 

¶ India currently has the fifth-largest metro network in the world and will soon overtake advanced economies such as Japan 

and South Korea to become the third-largest network. 

¶ Metro rail network in India reached 810 km and is operational in 20 cities. Metro-network of 980 kms and Regional Rapid 

Transit System (RRTS) is currently under construction in 27 cities. 

¶ In February 2023, Bharat Earth Movers Limited (BEML) signed the MoU with DMRC-led SPV to construct the Bahrain 

Metro Rail Project Phase-1. 

¶ In the last 10 years, 697 km have been added to Metro Rail Network across the country. At the end of 2024, about 945 km 

of metro rail lines are operational in 21 cities and 919 km is under construction in 26 different cities. 

 

Mono Rail 

¶ At almost 20 km, Mumbai monorail is the third largest route in the world after China with 98 kms and Japan with 28 km. 

¶ In March 2019, Mumbai Metropolitan Region Development Authority (MMRDA) commissioned the operations of the 

second phase of the 19.54 km monorail project after it took over the operations and maintenance of the project. 

¶ Japan International Co-operation Agency (JICA) assured technical assistance in urban monorail projects, intelligent 

transport systems, Regional Rapid Transit Systems, transit-oriented development for preparing master plan and detailed 

project reports for other urban infrastructure projects. 

 

10.6. Growth in Power Generation Capacity 

¶ As of January 2025, Indiaôs total installed electricity generation capacity stood at 466 GW, installed renewable energy 

capacity has increased to 212.17 Giga Watts (including large Hydro) and installed solar, wind and other renewable energy 

capacity stands at 165.20 GW. 

¶ Total FDI inflows in the power sector reached US$ 19.59 billion between April 2000-September 2024, accounting for 2.8% 

of the total FDI inflow in India. 

¶ For FY2026, the total budgetary allocation towards the Ministry of Power stood US$ 2.51 billion.  
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Chart 20: India - Installed Electricity Generation Capacity 

 

Source: CEA (Central Electricity Authority), ECOFIN Research; Note: FY2025 data as on January 2025 

 

10.7. Airports Infrastructure 

The Airport Authority of India (AAI) is the body, which manages both the international airports in India as well as the domestic 

airports in the country. AAI manages 137 airports, which includes 103 domestic airports, 24 international airports, and 10 customs 

airports. AAI is responsible for creating, maintaining, upgrading and managing civil aviation infrastructure in India and works 

under the Ministry of Civil Aviation. Upgradation/ modernization of airports' infrastructure is undertaken by the AAI and other 

Airport Developers from time to time depending on the availability of land, commercial viability, socio-economic considerations, 

traffic demand/willingness of airlines to operate to/from such airports. 

 

Investment in Metro Airports  

¶ In March 2024, the Minister of Civil Aviation and Steel announced inaugurating 15 airport projects worth US$ 12.1 billion 

by 2028. 

¶ Delhi, Bangalore, Hyderabad, Lucknow, Mangaluru, Guwahati and Ahmedabad airports have earmarked a capital 

expenditure of US$ 1.2 billion, US$ 1.6 billion, US$ 759 million, US$ 167 million, US$ 68.4 million, US$ 148.7 million and 

US$ 45.3 million, respectively for the period 2019-25. 

 

Investment in Non-metro Airports  

¶ The Union Budget 2025-26 allocated US$ 267.42 million as capex for Ministry of Civil Aviation. 

¶ Union Minister of Finance Ms. Nirmala Sitharaman announced plans to connect 120 new airports over the next 10 years, 

benefiting 40 million additional passengers. 

¶ Civil Aviation Ministryôs ñVision 2040ò report states that there will be 190-200 functioning airports in India by 2040. Delhi 

and Mumbai will have three international airports each, while the top 31 Indian cities will have two operational airports 

each. 

¶ 220 destinations (airports/heliports/water aerodromes) under the UDAN scheme are targeted to be completed by 2026 with 

1,000 routes to provide air connectivity to unconnected destinations in India. 
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10.8. Infrastructure Currently a Key Focus for India 

One of the major initiatives, Gati Shakti, led to a shift within the infrastructure sector. Also known as, the National Master Plan 

for Multi-modal Connectivity, the project is worth US$ 1.2 trillion and aims to streamline the planning process and ensure that 

resources are effectively directed towards development planning. The different divisions of the Indian government will now have 

a platform to work together on infrastructure projects such as roads, railways, airports, ports, mass transport and waterways. To 

further augment infrastructure development, the Indian government introduced the National Infrastructure Pipeline (NIP). The 

pipeline involves an estimated funding of more than US$ 1 trillion over five years and includes projects in the renewable energy 

sector expected to actively involve private participants. 

 

India also made headway in its plans for infrastructure development through a sovereign wealth fund. The fund is the National 

Investment and Infrastructure Fund (NIIF). NIIF was set up to manage investments and is intended to serve as a platform for co-

investment by global and domestic investors and multilateral development banks (MDBs). The fundôs primary focus is on 

infrastructure and growth equity. In October 2023, the government announced the launch of an India-Japan Fund through a 

partnership with the Japan Bank for International Cooperation (JBIC). The fund has sanctioned US$ 600 million and is dedicated 

to investments in efforts promoting sustainability and low carbon emissions. Further fostering the India-Japan strategic 

partnership, on 20 February 2024, the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) announced that it has signed loan 

agreements for up to Ô 232 billion. These loans are dedicated to funding certain projects, which include road network connectivity 

projects, a freight corridor project and projects for climate change response and enhancement of ecosystem services in specific 

areas within India. 

 

The recent shift in Indiaôs focus on the infrastructure sector has led to the launch of several high-scale projects across the country. 

The highway connecting the capital city, Delhi, with the financial city, Mumbai, is one of them. With the projectôs first phase 

already inaugurated, India continues its push to enhance infrastructure. 

 

2024 was also marked by the completion of the worldôs highest railway bridge. Launched on February 2023, this bridge promotes 

supply chain and economic growth significantly. The completion of this project is seen as evidence of Indiaôs capabilities in civil 

engineering. More than a dozen of other highway projects is in progress. Plans to develop and modernize railway corridors are 

also underway.  

 

With the launch of the UDAN scheme, the countryôs aviation sector is also expected to boom. The scheme has led to a doubling of 

the number of airports. The culmination of these projects is expected to strengthen the countryôs supply-chain sector significantly.  

 

The government is aiming to strike a balance between urban transformation and schemes promoting responsible commuting. 

The ñPM-eBus Sewa Schemeò launched last year is one of such schemes. This initiative will re-invent the countryôs bus operations 

and encourage the use of public transport through payment security mechanisms. 

 

India intends to enhance its infrastructure to reach its 2025 economic growth target of US$ 5 trillion. As per a report of Morgan 

Stanley India's infrastructure investment is to steadily increase from 5.3% of GDP in FY2024 to 6.5% of GDP by FY2029. 

 

10.11. The Governmentôs Efforts to Complement Urban Development with Sustainability 

The Indian government budget unveiled the viability gap funding, which will be offered for offshore wind power projects. In 

addition, through the rooftop solar programme (PMSY Scheme), several households will benefit from free electricity and rooftop 

solar installations. Efforts in procuring biomass aggregation machinery will benefit from funding options. The budget also 

featured plans to develop infrastructure for manufacturing and charging e-vehicles. Along with the efforts to spur investments in 

infrastructure building, the country is bringing back the focus on sustainable development, especially in light of its commitment 

to attain zero greenhouse gas emissions by 2070. 
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11. India Tops Global PMI Ranking 

 

India continues to demonstrate exceptional economic resilience with PMI readings consistently above expansion thresholds, 

leading global economies in both manufacturing and services sectors. Indiaôs manufacturing sector gained momentum in the 

month of July as Purchasing Managersô Index (PMI) rose to a 16-month high of 59.1, up from 58.4 in June, despite global 

uncertainties and US tariffs, according to data released by S&P Global on July 2025. 

 

The HSBC India Manufacturing Purchasing Managersô Index (PMI) climbed to a 16-month high of 59.1, driven by strong gains in 

new orders and output, though business sentiment and hiring momentum showed signs of moderation. Indiaôs manufacturing 

sector remains on a strong footing entering the second half of FY2025. The sustained manufacturing resilience comes on the back 

of robust domestic demand and continued output expansion. This performance positions India as the top-performing economy 

globally in PMI rankings, outpacing major economies including China, the United States, and the Eurozone. 

 

12. Indian Stock Markets ï Fifth Largest Globally  

 

India's stock market has demonstrated resilient growth in 2025, fueled by strong macroeconomic fundamentals and political 

stability. Since the formation of the new government in June 2024, benchmark indices such as Sensex and Nifty have surged to 

record highs, reaching 77,145 and 23,490 respectively in mid-June, and continued to show strength into July 2025. In July 2025, 

the Nifty 50 index recorded a record high of 25,461 compared to 24,323 in July 2024. During 2015-2025 period, the Nifty 50 

exhibited a 11% growth, showing the medium-term resilience of Indian stock market.  

 

Indiaôs stock market is the 5th largest globally with an overall capitalization of about US$ 4.5 trillion, expanding by nearly 3 times 

in the last decade. By 2030, it is estimated to reach between US$ 8 -10 trillion, indicating a bullish stock market driven by the 

factors such as strong economic growth, favorable demographics, and a rising domestic investor base. Key India companies with 

large capitalization include Reliance Industries, HDFC Bank and Bharati Airtel.  

 

Chart 21: India ï Indian Stock Market Capitalization 

 

Source: World Bank 

 

Due to geopolitical tensions in the Middle East and the US president, Mr. Donald Trumpôs tariff on trading partners shook the 

world economy, thereby affecting the Sensex and Nifty in the short run. India's stock market has resilient growth due to a 

combination of political stability, strong macroeconomic fundamentals, and investor confidence, reflecting medium to long term 

growth. Moodyôs projects the BSE Sensex to reach 82,000 within the next 12 months, indicating a 14% upside. This optimism 

stems from policy continuity, inflation moderation, and a focus on macroeconomic stability. Increasing foreign institutional 

investments with a 14% year-on-year growth in total FDI and rising retail participation have further supported market 

momentum, positioning India as a top-performing emerging market. 
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Chart 22: Nifty 50 Ten-year Trend 

 

 

 

Chart 23: BSE Sensex Ten-year Trend 

 

Source: Money Control 

 

13. Morningstar DBRS Upgrades India's Sovereign Rating Outlook 

 

The global sovereign credit rating agency, Morningstar DBRS, upgraded Indiaôs Long-Term Foreign and Local Currency ï Issuer 

Ratings from BBB (low) to BBB with a Stable trend. Indiaôs Short-Term Foreign and Local Currency Issuer Ratings were 

also upgraded to R-2 (high) from R-2 (middle) with a Stable trend. 

 

Key drivers for the upgrade include Indiaôs structural reforms through infrastructure investments, digitalization etc., all of which 

facilitated fiscal consolidation (declining debt and deficit) and sustained high growth (clocking an average GDP growth of 8.2% 

during FY22-25) with macroeconomic stability (stabilised inflation, range bound exchange rate and sound external 

balance). A resilient banking system featuring well-capitalised banks with a high capital adequacy ratio and a 13-year low non-

performing loans was another significant driver for the upgrade. 

 

The credit rating may be further upgraded if India continues to implement reforms that raise the investment rate, enhancing 

medium-term growth prospects. The report also stated that despite the current public debt levels, risks to debt sustainability are 

limited due to local currency denomination and long maturity structures. Further, continued reforms and a reduction in the public 

debt-to-GDP ratio could bring further upgrades. 

 

The rating scale for Morningstar DBRS is similar to the Fitch and S&P rating scales (Morningstar DBRS uses 'high' and 'low' as 

suffixes compared to the +/- nomenclature used by Fitch and S&P). 
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14. India Leading Global South  

 

The concept of Global North and Global South (or NorthïSouth divide in a global context) is used to describe a grouping of 

countries along the lines of socio-economic and political characteristics. The Global South is a term generally used to identify 

countries in the regions of Latin America, Africa, Asia and Oceania. Most of humanity resides in the Global South. Several 

countries in the Global South are characterized by low-income, dense population, poor infrastructure, often political or cultural 

marginalization, and are on one side of the divide. On the other side is the Global North (comprising the United States, United 

Kingdom, Canada, Europe, Russia, Turkey, Israel, Hong Kong, Macau, Japan, South Korea, Singapore, Taiwan, Australia, New 

Zealand and few others depending on context). As such, the terms Global North and Global South do not refer to the 

directional North-south as many of the Global South countries are geographically located in the Northern Hemisphere. Countries, 

which are developed, are considered as Global North countries, while those developing are considered as Global South countries. 

 

Figure 1: Global North and Global South  
 

 
Source: World Map 

 

How India Led Global South during its G20 Presidencyé 

India, for the first time ever, held a summit meeting of those countries that comprise the Global South. The Voice of Global South 

Summit, held virtually, was aimed at giving voice to the unheard, thereby leveraging Indiaôs role as the G20 president till 2023. 

It was held under the theme ð Unity of Voice, Unity of Purpose ð and attracted over 120 countries. Needless to say, the summit 

was truly grandiose, with 29 Latin American and Caribbean countries, 47 African countries, 31 Asian countries, eleven Oceanian 

countries, and seven European countries in participation. Indiaôs objective with the Voice of the Global South Summit was to 

create a shared platform to deliberate on such concerns, interests, and priorities that affect the developing countries as well as to 

exchange ideas and solutions, and most importantly, to unite in voice and purpose in tackling the aspects of shared concerns and 

priorities. 

 

India taking the leadership of the Global South has several diplomatic dimensions. It broadens Indiaôs role in addressing the 

many challenges currently facing the international community. There is no doubt that the countries of the Global South raise 

their voice in the UN General Assembly and in the various international conferences organized under UN auspices. The Global 

South features many regional organizations, be it the African Union, ASEAN, Mercosur, the Caribbean Community, etc., where 

regional issues and concerns and their linkages with larger global developments are addressed. It is, therefore, not as if the voice 

of the Global South is not heard. It is in the specific context of G20 that India has taken the lead to reflect the broad concerns of 

the developing countries in the discussions on economic and financial issues, as well as larger developmental ones, in this more 

restricted and focused group of the worldôs leading 20 economies, created in the first place to address more purposefully pressing 

emerging issues of global economic growth and financial stability. 
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Delhi International Airport, ninth busiest airport globally 
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15. Indiaôs Rise in the Global Supply Chain   

 

Many supply chain leaders are diversifying their supply chains across global regions to reduce risk and increase flexibility in costs 

and lead times. 2024 presented many geopolitical headwinds, which exacerbated global tensions on supply chains. Based on 

research done by the Wall Street Journal, geopolitics is directly increasing supply chain costs. As a result, many companies are 

anticipating additional shockwaves as tensions mount in critical markets. 

 

For supply chain leaders, this means exploring emerging global supply chain regions for diversification. India is one of those 

promising new regions. According to International Monetary Fund estimates, India will be the worldôs third-largest economy by 

2027 or 2028, with a GDP of US$ 5 trillion, bypassing Germany and Japan. Additionally, India has the second-largest English-

speaking population globally and focuses on STEM education, with over two million graduates annually. This combination of an 

increasingly well-educated workforce and its strategic location near the Middle East, Europe, and West Africa, to Southeast Asia 

and East Asia, bolstered by well-established sea routes, make India an ideal place to do business. 

 

Indiaôs Emerging Role in the Global Supply Chain 

According to the India Review, ñIndia is emerging as a reliable alternate destination for manufacturers and supply chain 

diversification due to its large labor and consumer base, low operating costs, and linkages to important international markets.ò 

India is also appealing because of its strong economy, relative ease of doing business, and an increasing number of sectors open 

to foreign investment. India is poised to be a significant center of commerce moving forward. 

 

Indian Government Incentives, which Support Manufacturing 

Companies like FedEx, Foxconn, Apple, and many well-known electronics, aerospace, and medical device companies are scaling 

up India operations. Part of the reason is likely the incentives. The National Policy on Electronics (NPE), established in 2019 to 

position India as a global hub for electronics, encouraged the development of core components like semiconductor chips, graphics 

chips, motherboard chipsets, and other computing devices. This led to improved competitiveness globally for the electronics 

industry. Next, the Production Linked Incentive (PLI) program for large-scale electronics manufacturing offered a financial 

incentive to boost domestic manufacturing and attract significant investments in electronic components and semiconductor 

packaging. These incentives have now expanded to include fourteen additional industries. 

 

Industry Focus Areas for India Manufacturing 

India's manufacturing sector has witnessed significant growth and diversification in recent years, with various industries playing 

a pivotal role in the country's economic development. From aerospace and defence to medical devices, automobiles, electronics, 

and space technology, India's manufacturing ecosystem is as diverse as it is dynamic. 

 

Aerospace: India is an ideal location for manufacturing aircraft, spacecraft, and related components. Its aerospace 

manufacturing sector has steadily grown, focusing on military and commercial applications. The industry benefits from a skilled 

workforce, technological advancements, and government initiatives to promote aerospace manufacturing. India's aerospace 

manufacturing capabilities are increasingly gaining recognition on the global stage, with collaborations and partnerships with 

international aerospace companies contributing to this sector's growth. 

 

Medical Technology: The medical technology (MedTech) sector is growing rapidly. For example, after opening its first facility 

in Gurugram in 2016, Boston Scientific, a US-based company, launched its second R&D center in Pune in 2023. India is home to 

the companyôs second-largest R&D centers outside of the United States of America. India's medical device manufacturing sector 

has also increased, with companies such as Trivitron Healthcare and Opto Circuits India Ltd. producing a wide range of medical 

equipment and devices for healthcare providers worldwide. 

 

Automotive: India is becoming a significant player in the global automotive industry, with companies such as Tata Motors, 

Mahindra & Mahindra, and Maruti Suzuki manufacturing a diverse range of vehicles, from cars and motorcycles to commercial 

trucks and buses. 
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However, this is just the beginning. India is also focusing on developing a robust series of plans to strengthen international 

commerce, one of which is the ñMake in Indiaò initiative. 

 

Make in India Program 

In 2014, Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi started the ñMake in Indiaò program to strengthen the case for India globally. 

The stated purpose of the campaign is to facilitate investment, foster innovation, enhance skill development, protect intellectual 

property, and build a best-in-class manufacturing infrastructure. The resulting job creation and increase in foreign investment 

directly impact 25 identified sectors, including railways, defence, insurance, and medical devices. 

 

Why India is the Next Manufacturing Hub? 

¶ Indian Government ï Both the central and state governments are doing all they can to incentivize growth in 

manufacturing. If anything, states are competing to win foreign investment. 

¶ Focus on Manufacturing ï The focus on manufacturing has óleft the stationô and that the next government will continue 

to invest here. 

¶ Strategic Alliances ï Along with Apple, Tesla and Samsung, which have moved their investment focus to India, Walmart 

and other large organizations have also changed their focus to India. In November 2023, Walmart was reported to have 

reduced its imports with China and upped its Indian partnerships. Reuters reported that Walmart was ñImporting more 

goods to the United States from India and reducing its reliance upon China as it looks to cut costs and diversify its supply 

chain.ò Walmart has had a significant interest in India proven by the US$ 3.5 billion investment towards their stake in 

Flipkart showcasing their support and goals in India. The telecommunications firm Cisco has also made the decision recently 

to start manufacturing in India stating that fueled by a rapidly developing digital economy, India is a focal point of innovation 

and business for Cisco. 

¶ Investment in Infrastructure ï India is already investing heavily in infrastructure, which will continue to accelerate. 

¶ Targeted Investments in Critical Areas ï Some industries have special economic zones, particularly around 

semiconductors and fabrication plants. 

¶ Bureaucracy or Pro-business ï There continue to be tensions between old bureaucracy (very slow) and óInvest Indiaô, 

which focuses on increasing the ease of doing business in India. 

¶ The Potential of a Growing Middle Class ï The middle class in India have been reported to be the fastest-growing 

demographic group with a 6.3% rise between 1995 and 2021. The middle class is estimated to represent 38% of the Indian 

population by 2031. This shift in demographics is the driving force of the economy leading to higher volume growth, an ever-

growing demand from a pool of consumers, more competition and lower prices including a large working force at the ready 

empowered by education. 

¶ Indian Education ï The top-tier schools produce employment-ready talent, but there is a huge gap between the next tier 

of schools. On the other hand, there is a high degree of cooperation between industry and universities to bridge this gap. 

¶ Independence and Influence ï Unlike China and Vietnam, India is not dependent on other countries for its 

manufacturing goals. Vietnam resources most materials from China and is used as a primary assembling hub, while for India, 

most of the raw materials needed are made there and are easily accessible. The ñMake in Indiaò initiative that was 

introduced in 2014 has focused on boosting the country's manufacturing capabilities including electronics, pharmaceuticals, 

and textiles. India is also strategically located making it an ideal spot for global trade routes. 

 

Furthermore, besides engineering a diplomatic triumph for the Global South in the G20 summit last year, India strategically 

positioned itself in something equally momentous on the sidelines: the India -Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor (IMEEC). 

Once completed, the IMEEC, a cross-border ship-to- rail network, could enhance trade speed between India and Europe by 40%, 

establishing India as a pragmatic and agile global ally. From far-east to west and south, India has everyoneôs attention and capital 

is gradually flowing in to drive manufacturing growth.  
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16. FDI ï A Key Catalyst for Indiaôs Economic Growth 

 

Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) stands as a key catalyst for India's economic growth, constituting a substantial non-debt 

financial reservoir for the nation's developmental endeavors. International corporations strategically invest in India, capitalizing 

on the country's unique investment incentives, including tax incentives and relatively competitive labor costs. This not only 

facilitates the acquisition of technological expertise but also fosters job creation and various ancillary advantages. The influx of 

these investments into India is a direct result of the government's proactive policy framework, a dynamic business environment, 

improving global competitiveness, and a burgeoning economic influence. 

 

Chart 24: Chart India ï FDI Inflow Trend  

 

Source: RBI 

 

The Indian government has implemented a range of policies and initiatives to enhance Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) in the 

country. Notable efforts include the "Make in India" campaign, which focuses on simplifying procedures and promoting a 

favourable investment climate across sectors. Liberalization of FDI policies, particularly in retail, defence, insurance, and single-

brand retail trading, has been a key strategy. The Goods and Services Tax (GST) implementation has improved transparency, 

while Special Economic Zones (SEZs) provide dedicated spaces with tax incentives. India's Service sector, Computer software and 

hardware and Trading have been the major receivers of FDI. The total amount of EFDI (E-FDI i.e. FDI in technology sector) 

inflows received during (April 2000-March 2025) was US$ 728.88 billion. This FDI has come from more than 170 countries that 

have invested across 33 union territories and states and 63 sectors in the country. 

 

India has reached a significant milestone in its economic development, with gross foreign direct investment (FDI) inflows 

totalling an impressive US$ 1 trillion since April 2000. This achievement has been further strengthened by a nearly 26% increase 

in FDI, amounting to US$ 42.1 billion during the first half of the FY2025. Such growth underscores India's rising attractiveness 

as a global investment destination, fuelled by a proactive policy framework, a vibrant business environment, and enhanced 

international competitiveness. 

 

17. Indiaôs Exports Reach a Record High in FY2025 

 

Indiaôs total exports have touched an all-time high of US$ 824.9 billion in the financial year 2024ï25, as per the latest data 

released by the RBI on services trade for March 2025. This marks a growth of 6.01% over the previous yearôs export figure of    

US$ 778.1 billion, setting a new milestone in the countryôs trade trajectory. Services exports continued to drive the growth 

momentum, reaching a historic high of US$ 387.5 billion in FY2025, up 13.6% from US$ 341.1 billion in the previous year. For 

March 2025, services exports stood at US$ 35.6 billion, reflecting a year-on-year growth of 18.6% compared to US$ 30 billion in 

March 2024. 
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Table 1: Indiaôs Trade Performance in FY2025 

 

Export/Import FY2025 (US$ billion) FY2024 (US$ billion) 

Merchandise 
Export 437.42 437.07 

Import 720.24 678.21 

Services 
Export 383.51 341.06 

Import 194.95 178.31 

Overall trade 
(Merchandise + Services) 

Export 820.93 778.13 

Import 915.19 856.52 
 

Trade Balance -94.26 -78.31 
 

 

Chart 25: Indian Goods Export and Import Trend 

 

 

Chart 26: Indian Services Export and Import Trend 

 

Source: Ministry of Commerce & Industry, India 
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India is building worldôs highest all-season motorable pass at 19,400 ft in Ladakh. 
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Figure 2: India ï Top Eight Trading Partners (FY2025)   

 
 

Table 2: India ï Total Trade with Top Eight Trading Partners (FY2025) 

Rank Country Name 
Exports  

(US$ billion) 
Imports 

 (US$ billion) 
Total Trade 
(US$ billion) 

1 United States 71.39 46.82 118.21 

2 China 13.6 90.72 104.32 

3 UAE 28.76 48.88 77.64 

4 Saudi Arabia 9.69 38.62 48.31 

5 Russia 2.8 41.56 44.36 

6 Indonesia 9.06 26.89 35.95 

7 Iraq 2.33 31.52 33.85 

8 Singapore 11 21.7 32.7 
 

Source: Ministry of Commerce & Industry, India, ECOFIN Research  

 

US Remains Indiaôs Top Trade Partner Followed by Chinaé 

The US has been India's top trading partner for the fourth consecutive year, with a strong focus on exports of pharmaceuticals, 

textiles, and machinery. Despite trade deficits and some tariff impacts, China remains a major trading partner, particularly for 

imports of goods like electronics and machinery. The UAE is a significant partner, with India exporting petroleum products, 

precious stones, and jewelry. 

 

Indian Defence Exports Surge to Record Highé  

Indian defence exports have surged to a record high of US$ 2.76 Billion in FY2025, registering a growth of 12% from FY2024. 

Indian defence exports have grown by 31 times in the last ten years as compared to FY2014. The defence industry, including the 

private sector and Defence Public Sector Undertakings (DPSUs), have made tremendous efforts in achieving the highest-ever 

defence exports. The DPSUs have shown a significant increase of 42.9% in their exports in FY2025 reflecting the growing 

acceptability of Indian products in the global market and the ability of the Indian defence industry to be a part of the global supply 

chain. The private sector contributed significantly in FY2025. 
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India Seeking New Exports Marketsé 

Indiaôs Ministry of Commerce intends to promote iron ore exports to Kenya, Saudi Arabia, and France. Additionally, it has 

identified new markets for engineering items in Sao Tome, Macao, Georgia, and Croatia. For agricultural and processed food 

products, it has secured markets in Nigeria, Switzerland, and Lithuania, and for pharmaceuticals, it is exploring new markets 

such as Montenegro and South Sudan. 

 

To support these initiatives, policy interventions are underway to strengthen ties with the processed food industry through the 

Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export Development Authority (APEDA). Additionally, the government is 

contemplating lifting bans on certain exports, such as wheat and rice, to further balance trade dynamics. 

 

18. India Digital Architecture  
 

Indiaôs digital architecture has strengthened significantly in the past five-six years, including the universe of finance, payment 

systems, nationwide identification framework, distribution of welfare schemes, healthcare official data stack intended to solve 

social/ inclusion needs, and logistics, besides others. This has been supported by a sharp rise in mobile phone subscribers (~700 

million) and increasing Internet penetration.  

 

To some extent, the digital/tech infrastructure has also helped to overcome gaps in physical infra, for instance through 

proliferation of e-commerce players (last mile delivery) and start-ups. Number of start-ups are estimated to be over 159,000 by 

mid-2025 spread over 50 sectors, with the count of unicorns at near 118, according to the Hurun Global Unicorn index. India is 

the largest global start-up ecosystem and the third-largest unicorn hub globally, behind the US and China. The total valuation of 

Indian unicorns, presently, is over US$ 363 billion, according to Inc42.  

 

Developments in Indian Digital Architecture include:  

¶ Digital national identification i.e., Aadhar, which is the worldôs largest biometric identification system, enrolling over 1.3 

billion residents and supporting 1.5-2.0 million monthly authentication transactions (dashboard)  

¶ Surge in electronic, mobile, and contactless payment mechanisms, notable amongst which is Unified Payments Interface 

(UPI) to facilitate real time transactions and transfers. This interface processed over 50 million transactions in 2023, largest 

in the world and 7x the combined volume of major economies, according to ACI Worldwide  

¶ E-governance, includes the governmentôs efforts to improve direct delivery of welfare schemes to the intended beneficiaries  

¶ Increasing use of the FASTag mechanism i.e., a RFID tag to make toll payments directly from customers linked prepaid or 

savings/current account, which has improved efficiency on national highways  

¶ Establishment of India Stack which is a set of APIs (Application Programming Interface) developed by the government and 

private sector players, helping to launch several flagship initiatives  

¶ Telemedicine and consultation have improved the efficiency of the healthcare system, accelerated by the pandemic. 

 

National eGovernance Division has been entrusted with the mandate to form a division called India Enterprise Architecture 

(IndEA) to drive the initiative across Government Ministries, States and other Agencies. 

 

Under the overarching vision of Digital India Programme, Government of India aims to make all Government services digitally 

accessible in an integrated manner to citizens through multiple channels like web, mobile and common service delivery outlets. 

Also, users have become tech-savvy and now demand faster delivery of services which match with those of private sector and 

other eGovernance delivering Nations across the world. The United Nations eGovernance survey emphasized on a whole-of-

government approach, policy integration and use of Big Data Analytics to provide better governance to citizens. These trends 

require breaking of sectoral barriers and silos & re-architecting the Government as a single enterprise. Accordingly, a working 

group was constituted by Standardization Testing and Quality Certification (STQC), MeitY under the leadership of former IT 

Secretary, Shri J. Satyanarayana, to develop the India Enterprise Architecture (IndEA) framework. 
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IndEA provides a generic framework, (based on The Open Group Architecture Framework -TOGAF) comprising of a set of 

architecture reference models, which can be converted into a Whole-of-Government Architecture for India, Ministries, States, 

Govt. Agencies etc. The IndEA framework is based on federated architecture approach and recognizes the need to accommodate 

both greenfield (new) and brownfield (existing / legacy) eGovernance initiatives. 

 

India Enterprise Architecture aims at the following: 

¶ Documenting and sharing explicit and implicit architecture best practices 

¶ Providing guidance in the development of enterprise architectures 

¶ Capturing key elements of architecture and inter-relationships between them 

¶ Providing the means for architecture governance by enabling an audit process 

¶ Enabling adoption of standards based on common understanding 

¶ Along with the IndEA framework, an IndEA Adoption Guide has also been prepared. The IndEA adoption guide summarizes 

IndEA and other pioneering enterprise architecture initiatives in the government sector to elaborate the way IndEA can be 

used by Central Ministries, State Governments, Government Agencies and Public Sector Enterprises who wish to re-architect 

their enterprises for integrated delivery of digital services. 

 

19. Free Trade Agreements 

 

India is having and has been negotiating free trade agreements (FTA) with several partners ï both bilateral and regional ï in a 

bid to boost export-oriented domestic manufacturing. These FTAs cover a wide array of topics, such as tariff reduction impacting 

the entire manufacturing and the agricultural sectors; rules on services trade; digital issues such as data localization; intellectual 

property rights that may have an impact on the accessibility of pharmaceutical drugs; and investment promotion, facilitation, and 

protection. 

 

India has signed fourteen FTAs in the last five years with its trading partners, including the India-Mauritius Comprehensive 

Economic Corporation and Partnership Agreement (CECPA), India-UAE Comprehensive Partnership Agreement (CEPA ï in 

effect from May 2022), India-Australia Economic Cooperation and Trade Agreement (IndAus ECTA ï in effect from 29 December 

2022) and India - UK Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA). India is actively negotiating with the Canada, EU, 

and Israel to conclude FTAs. 

 

India has also signed six Preferential Trade Agreements (PTAs) including Asia Pacific Trade Agreement (APTA). 
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Table 3: Indiaôs Free Trade Agreements: Grouping, Type of Arrangement, Status 

Grouping 
Number of 
Member 
Countries 

Member Countries 
Type of Agreement, 

Stage of 
Implementation 

Asia-Pacific Trade Agreement 
(APTA) 

7 
India, Bangladesh, China, South Korea, Sri Lanka, Lao 
PDR, Mongolia 

The preferential regional 
trade agreement, in effect 

India ASEAN Trade in Goods 
Agreement (India-ASEAN TIG) 

11 
Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao PDR, 
Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, 
Vietnam, and India 

Free trade agreement 
(FTA), in effect 

Bangladesh, India, Myanmar, Sri 
Lanka, Thailand Economic 
Cooperation (BIMSTEC) 

7 
Bangladesh, India, Myanmar, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Bhutan, 
and Nepal 

FTA, under negotiation 

Global System of Trade 
Preferences (GSTP) 

42 

Algeria, Argentina, Bangladesh, Benin, Bolivia, Brazil, 
Cameroon, Chile, Cuba, the Democratic Peopleôs Republic 
of Korea, Ecuador, Egypt, Ghana, Guinea, Guyana, India, 
Indonesia, the Islamic Republic of Iran, Iraq, Libya, 
Malaysia, Mexico, Morocco, Mozambique, Myanmar, 
Nicaragua, Nigeria, Pakistan, Peru, Philippines, Republic 
of Korea, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Thailand, Trinidad 
and Tobago, Tunisia, the United Republic of Tanzania, 
Venezuela, Vietnam, Zimbabwe, and Mercosur. 

PTA, in effect 

South Asia Free Trade Agreement 
(SAFTA) 

7 
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, 
Pakistan, and Sri Lanka 

FTA, in effect 

India-Nepal Treaty of Trade 2 India, Nepal 
Specified duty-free access to 
the Indian market on a non-
reciprocal basis, in effect 

India Sri Lanka Free Trade 
Agreement (ISLFTA) 

2 India, Sri Lanka FTA, in effect 

India Mauritius Comprehensive 
Economic Cooperation and 
Partnership Agreement (India-
Mauritius CECPA) 

2 India, Mauritius CECPA, in effect 

India-Malaysia Comprehensive 
Economic Cooperation (IMCECA) 

2 India, Malaysia CECA, in effect 

India Singapore CECA 2 India, Singapore CECA, in effect 

Grouping 
Number of 

member countries 
Member countries / participating states 

Type of agreement, stage of 
implementation 

Japan-India Comprehensive 
Economic Partnership Agreement 
(JICEPA) 

2 India, Japan CEPA, in effect 

India Korea CEPA (IKCEPA) 2 India, South Korea CEPA, in effect 

India EU Broad Based Trade and 
Investment Agreement (BTIA) 

28 

India and the EU (Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, 
Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, 
France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Poland, 
Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, and Sweden) 

FTA, under negotiation 

India Israel FTA 2 India, Israel FTA, under negotiation 

India Canada CEPA 2 India, Canada CEPA, under negotiation 

India Peru FTA 2 India, Peru FTA, under negotiation 

India Chile PTA 2 India, Chile PTA, under negotiation 

India New Zealand FTA 2 India, New Zealand FTA, under negotiation 

India Australia Comprehensive 
Economic Cooperation Agreement 

2 India, Australia 
ECTA, operational since 
December 29, 2022 

India UK FTA 2 India, UK FTA, in effect 

India UAE Comprehensive 
Economic Partnership Agreement 

2 India, UAE 
CEPA, operational since 
May 1, 2022 

 

Source: Ministry of Commerce & Industry, India 
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Vande Bharat Express Train 


